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Landscape Authorship 2012
ERASMUS Intensive Programme
Bringing converging and diverging area perceptions into imaginative
dialogue
Sopron, University of West Hungary, 26.May - 9. June 2012
Roots of the continuity
Cornerstones of the future landscape development in the Fertő/Neusiedlersee transboundary
landscape
Aims of the course
The course aims at making a transboundary comparison of the landscape and its main elements in
the Fertő/Neusiedler See region. Students in 5 transnational groups will have to detect the role of
the five cornerstone elements (stone, water, forest, grassland, and vineyard) in the landscape, during
the past and in the present. The human use, the man-nature interaction as well as the mutual
influences of the landscape elements - e.g. stone and forest, stone and viticulture, water and
grasslands has to be revealed.
Students are searching for answers by area visits, consultations, discussions, stakeholder interviews,
local inquiries on the following questions: What is common at the Austrian and the Hungarian side of
the border, what is different and what are the reasons of the differences? Can we detect certain
continuity, or the transformation is more prevailing? What are the most important trends of the
changes? How do they probably influence the future? What are the future scenarios?
The main objectives, the working process duration and methodology are highly similar to the
previous year. Most relevant changes concern the central issue of the course. In this second year the
aim is the assessment and the comparison of a transboundary landscape around the Lake Fertő
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belonging partly to Hungary partly to Austria. This study area provides a good example for the
divergent evolution of the same geographical landscapes under different political regimes.

Main activities
The course is organised around the following activities:
-A series of lectures of the multidisciplinary professor team and the local/national experts
presenting the theoretical issues and the specificities of the study area and the
transboundary issues
- Workshops and field work of student groups guided by the teachers, devoted to special
topics of landscape assessment and planning. All nationalities and disciplines are represented
in the student groups dealing with special issues.
- The working process of the course includes a series of interviews with local actors and
continuous consultation with local/regional stakeholders, decision makers.
- Discussion of the draft results of all student group works and harmonisation of the
proposals for the planning strategies.
- On the bases of the field works, consultations and desk studies each working group
prepares a presentation on their landscape assessment, future scenarios and proposal for
preserving landscape values and developing the area. Students present their work to an
invited audience at the end of the course.

Topics of the students group work
Each transnational group has a main tutor. The main topics are the following:
1. STONE – ARCHITECTURE, Jean Francois: remains of the Pannonian See, sandstone and
minerals, Amber road, quarries, material for architecture and art , buildings, handicraft, small
monuments, graveyards
2. WATER – REED, Anne-Katrine: lake and reed belt, ponds, streams, sources, remained and
reclaimed marshland, canals, drains, water supply, abundance vs. scarcity, claims of water
use, recreation, effect on climate
3. FOREST, Roland, Janez: closed and open forests, forest belts and tree rows, ancient solitary
trees in the landscape, natural forests vs. plantations, unique habitats and degraded stands,
archaeological and historical sites in the forest and new recreational facilities, look-out
towers, culture of Sopron citizens of „being in the nature”, urban forest and the forested
periurban area of Sopron and the related conflicts, the traces of hunting in the forest in the
Leitha mountain
4. GRASSLAND, Yves, Helena: meadows, pastures, from wet marchland and peat bogs to dry
salty grasslands, lifestock breading, traditional specimens, equestrian culture, tales,
handicraft related to the „puszta” and the transformation into arable land
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5. VINEYARD – VITICULTURE, Conceição, Isabel: vineyards, area patterns, imprints of the
cultivation, viticulture, caves, traditions, costumes, gastronomy, relation to other
horticultural activities, orchards, fruit trees in the vineyards, vine in the small utility gardens,
market production vs. own consumption.
Expected outputs
- Presentation of the final research and planning results of all students group works followed
by discussion with the teachers and the local stakeholders.
- CD and web based publication of students work.
- Scholarly publication of the academic staff on the results of the consecutive IPs in a form of
a book and articles.
- Students fulfilling the requirements of the participation and active contribution in the
outcomes of the group work receive a certificate at the end of the course that allows
obtaining credits in their home institutions according to their rules.
Learning outcomes
The two weeks intensive program facilitates an enhanced ability of students for intercultural
communication, multidisciplinary discussion and participatory planning by gaining insight in
different professional and regional/national approaches in special regional context. Benefit
on group work experience and on the possibilities of cooperation in an international
atmosphere.
Professors and staff
Professors are also coming from 6 European countries with different background. Their wide range
interdisciplinary experiences and perspectives will assure the scientific quality of the intensive
program focusing on transboundary landscapes.
1. Anne-Katrine Geelmuyden (prof) Norway – Aas, Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning
2. Roland Gustavsson (prof) Sweden – Alnarp, Institutionen för landskapsplanering
3. Helena Mellqvist (ass. prof) Sweden – Alnarp, Institutionen för landskapsplanering
4. Yves Michelin (prof) France – Clermont, ENITA, Department agriculture et escape
5. Jean- Francois Rodriguez (ass. prof) France – Bordeaux, School of Architecture and Landscape
of Bordeaux
6. Janez Pirnat (ass. prof) Slovenia – Lljubiana, Biotechnical Faculty
7. Conceição Freire (landscape architect, PhD) Portugal – Evora Department Landscape and
Biophysical Planning
8. Isabel Ramos (ass. prof) Portugal – Evora Department Landscape and Biophysical Planning
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Staff of the host institute: University of West Hungary, Faculty of Forestry, Department for Forest
Resource Management and Rural Development, Chair of Landscape Science and Rural Development
9. Éva Konkoly-Gyuro (prof)
10. László Jáger (associate prof)
11. Ágnes Tirászi (assistant prof)
12. Veronika Terpó (landscape architect)
13. Valéria Bacsárdi (researcher)
14. Pál Balázs (PhD student)
Students
The aim of the course is to gather students from different parts of Europe. All together 35 students
are participating from Sweden, Norway, Portugal, France, Slovenia and Hungary. Students have
different background; they are future landscape architects, geographers, agronomists, foresters,
environment and nature conservation engineers.
Presentations of the professor team and the invited speakers
After the first day excursion Éva Konkoly Gyuró gives an overall introduction by presenting the
history and the main characteristics of the study area and other Hungarian colleagues present the
availability of a rich set of information on the area: maps, statistics, and literature.
The following days, members of the professor team are giving theoretical lectures mornings e.g.
people and landscape, aesthetics, landscape convention etc. The lectures intend to cover the specific
topic of the group work.
Invited speakers:
Thomas Wrbka (Prof), University of Vienna: Guide during the excursion around the Lake
Fertő
Ulrike Herbig (Architect): Architecture of the Neusiedlersee region
János Gömöri (Archaeologist) : Archaeology of the area (in Museum of Sopron)
Zsolt Rigler (leader of Wine Marketing Office): Wine culture in the region
National Park Fertő Hanság: Landscape management in the National Park
North Transdanubian Water Management Directorate: Water management in Fertő
landsape

Venue and the study area
The course takes place in the historic town Sopron at the north-western border of Hungary, on the
eastern foothills of the Alps, 60 km from Vienna and 220 km from Budapest. The host institution is
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the University of West Hungary, Institute of Forest Management and Rural Development, Chair of
Landscape Science and Rural Development.

Venue: Building P. within the nice historic Elisabeth Garden
The study area is the landscape around the Lake Fertő a Hungarian and Austrian transboundary
region between the Alps and the Carpathians. It is internationally recognized for its outstanding
natural and cultural values, especially the abundance of wetlands, the biodiversity, the rare birdlife
and plant species in the specific salt-steppe environment, and the diversity of cultural heritage, the
remains of the rich and turbulent history give the uniqueness of the area.
The common element of the transboundary region is
the Lake Fertő, which is the westernmost occurrence
of the eastern alkaline lakes in Europe. The lake and
its surroundings is a geographical unit, which
characteristics are formed by the human-nature
interactions during centuries. See more on the web:
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/772
http://www.nationalpark-neusiedlerseeseewinkel.at/http://www.soproniborvidek.hu/en/borvidek.php
http://fhnp.nemzetipark.gov.hu/fhnp-en

Sopron and Fertő landscape

Practical information - what to bring?
Lectures and students group will take place in the new building of our Faculty (see above) within the
nice Elisabeth Garden, close to the Student Hostel and the Campus and in a walking distance both to
the city centre and the surrounding forested areas. The institution has spacious working places and
the neighbouring garden is also suitable for group work in case of good weather.
Students and teachers will stay in a student hostel. Breakfast will be served there, lunch and dinner
will be in the University restaurant.
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Internet access will be provided during the course both in the student hostel and in the working area.
Students should bring their portable computer and digital cameras, so they will be able to use for
analysis and presentations. We also ask you to bring your equipment for drawing and sketching.
Weather: this period of the year in Hungary is mainly sunny, although be prepared for rain and for
special
facultative
programmes,
e.g.
bathing.
See
before
travelling:
http://www.meteoprog.hu/hu/weather/Sopron/.
Please don’t forget about the international dinner prepared by students. Bringing special ingredients
could be useful.
Pre seminar work
An FTP server access has been introduced for students and professors where we can share all
materials previously and during the course. Find the instruction on the access to the server attached
in the end of this document.
We suggest over viewing and reading available literature/papers on the server.
We kindly ask students to do a small exercise on “their landscape”, what we use to call the “My
landscapes.ppt” The template for that can be found attached. (File name: student
name_mylandscape.ppt). Please upload the ppt-s on the server till 20. May. All presentations will
be printed and exhibited during the course.
Students of each university are invited to prepare a presentation introducing their institutions,
educational background and their studies that helps contacts and better understanding during the
course.
Planned timetable of the days
Breakfast (students, teachers): Student Hostel 7.30 – 8:15
Morning lectures (primarily the first week): Building P. 8.30-10.00.
Group work, consultations, organising field trips, interviews: Building P. 10.00-12.00.
Lunch: 12.00 University Restaurant (optionally cold lunch pack)
Group work, field visits, interviews: 13.00-17.00.
Afternoon lectures: 16:00 (17.00)-17.30 (18:30)
Dinner: 19.00-21.00 University Restaurant (optionally cold dinner pack)
After dinner: optional group work and consultations in Building P and Elisabeth Garden
Draft programme
Day Date
1
May 26th (Sa)
2

May 27th (Su)

3

May 28th (Mo)

The programme of lectures and other activities
Arrival. Afternoon walk in the nearby forested areas overview of the
Sopron mountain and basin.
Field trip around the Lake Fertő with the participation of local experts
Evening: Introduction of students and teachers.
Morning lectures on the natural and cultural characteristics of the study
area, introducing existing information.
Forming thematic student groups, drafting group questionnaires and
organising the group works (to do list).
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4

May 29th (Tue)

5

May 30th (We)

6

May 31st (Thu)

7

June 1st (Fr)

8

June 2nd (Sa)

9

June 3rd (Su)

10

June 4th (Mo)

11

June 5th (Tue)

12

June 6th (We)

13

June 7th (Thu)

14

June 8th (Fr)

15

June 9th (Sat)

Afternoon invited speaker’s presentation on the wine culture of the
region in the Forestry Museum and visit of the Wine Festival in the
downtown. Guided tour in the city centre.
Morning lecture on theoretical background.
Group work, finalizing and harmonising questionnaires and the tasks
within the groups, field visits, interviews.
Afternoon outdoor lecture on forests and water management in Sopron
mountains.
Morning lecture on theoretical background.
Group work field trips, interviews.
Afternoon lecture in the Museum of Sopron on the archaeology of the
region and invited speaker’s presentation on regional development in the
transboundary landscape.
Morning lecture on theoretical background.
Group work, field trips, interviews.
Afternoon lecture on water and grassland management.
Hungarian Goulash soup dinner, prepared on open fire in the arboretum
of the university
Morning lecture on theoretical background.
Group work field trips, interviews.
Afternoon lecture on the architecture of the region.
Morning lecture on theoretical background, field trip, interviews in groups
and group work
Evening: optional social program, wine tasting
Optional programmes: early morning bird watching on the Lake Fertő,
cycling tour around the Lake; Schneeberg tour; sightseeing in Vienna or
Budapest.
Teachers meeting in Sopron.
Morning lecture on theoretical background.
Studio work of student groups guided by the teachers
Afternoon: presentation of the preliminary result of the groups and the
future scenarios
Evening: nations dinner prepared by the students,
Studio work of student groups guided by the teachers and optional field
visits and stakeholder consultation
Studio work of student groups guided by the teachers
Studio work of student groups guided by the teachers.
Afternoon: final presentation of the groups to an invited audience (local
and regional stakeholders, interviewees, and university staff).
Reception and folklore dance evening.
Evaluation of the course: students feedback, learning outcomes.
Optional canoeing tour in Szigetköz.
Departure

Post seminar work and evaluation
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Before leaving, you will have to sort and store all the documents that you have produced during the
seminar (photographs, questionnaires, recorded interviews, drawings, data analysis, presentations,
maps etc.) After the end of the seminar students will make a personal assessment of the course.
For all the practical information please contact us:
Éva Konkoly-Gyuró, Ágnes Tirászi, Pál Balázs, Valéria Bacsárdi
Email: lamb2012@nyme.hu
Tel: +36 99 518 336, +36 99 518 397
University of West Hungary, Faculty of Forestry
Institute of Forest Resource Management and Rural Development
Department of Landscape Science and Rural Development, Building “P”

We hope you will enjoy the course!
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Practical information on how to set up the LAMB server

A common FTP server for exchanging files will be useful during the LAMB course in Hungary. This
server is accessible through Total Commander program (downloadable from:
http://www.ghisler.com/download.htm). In order to be capable to establish an ftp connection with
this program you must copy the following ’dll’ files into your installed total commander directory
(usually C:\Program Files\Total CMA Pack).
http://www.miroslavnovak.com/totalcmd-openssl/libssl32.dll
http://www.miroslavnovak.com/totalcmd-openssl/libeay32.dll
There are two possible ways of connection to this server depending on your internet connection:
1. Outside the University of West Hungary network or wireless connection
Open Total Commander and create a new ftp connection with the settings you can see the
picture below.
Host name:
ftps://ftps.nyme.hu
User name: ad\lamb2012
Password: lamb2012
Remote Dir: emk\evgi\lamb2012
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2. Inside the University of West Hungary network (cable connection)
Host name:
ftps://vw-fs.ad.nyme.hu
User name: ad\lamb2012
Password: lamb2012
Remote Dir: emk\evgi\lamb2012

In most of the cases the first option will
work, because in the building where we
will work, a wireless internet connection
is available. This is also the right setting,
when you try to reach the server from
your home. But if you have only cable
connection within the University Network
you will need the second option.

In the student hostel internet is also provided, however please bring with you UTP patch cable for
connection (there is no wireless)!

If you have any question or problem related to the server, please contact Pál Balázs on
balazsp@emk.nyme.hu e-mail address.
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Meeting points – important places during the course

Student
hostel

Institute
University
Restaurant

Railway
station

Institute:

University of West Hungary, Faculty of Forestry, Institute of Forest Resource Management
and Rural Development, Chair of Landscape Science and Rural Development
Cházár András square 1. (Building P)

Accommodation: Machatsek Gyula Student Hostel, Baross Street 4-6. (breakfast will be served here)
Restaurant (lunch + dinner): University Restaurant, Ady Endre street.5.
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Information on how to reach the host from Vienna Airport
Vienna airport is situated 22km far from Vienna, called Flughafen Schwechat. From the airport is one
possible way to take a bus until the train station in Wien- Meidling-Philadelphiabrücke
http://www.oebb.at/busplan2012/118700.pdf (The bus runs in every half hour and a single ticket is 7
euros) (From here trains leave to Sopron quite often, and ticket is about 16 euros)
http://www.oebb.at/.
Place of arriving
We will meet those ones who are coming by train at the train station. Please inform us about your
arrival time. Who are coming by car/minivan, please go directly to your accommodation (Machatsek
Gyula Student Hostel, Baross Street 4-6.).
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